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LETTER OF INFORMATION / CONSENT  
 

 

A SURVEY ON WATER WALKS 
Kelsey Leonard, (Philomathia Scholar in Water Policy) 

(Department of Political Science – McMaster University) 
 

 
Principal Investigator:    
Kelsey Leonard            
Department of Political Science    
McMaster University    
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada   
(905) 517-8840   
E-mail: leonardk@mcmaster.ca   
 
Supervisor:  
Dr. Dustin Garrick                                                 
E-mail: dustin.garrick@smithschool.ox.ac.uk 
       
Purpose of the Survey:  
 
You are invited to take part in this survey on the Water Walks. The survey was co-developed with 
Grandmother Josephine Mandamin and Joanne Robertson. The purpose of the survey is to 
gather information on how many Water Walks have been held globally since 2003 when 
Josephine Mandamin first asked for individuals and organizations to come together annually to 
walk for the water and raise awareness in their communities.  
 
Procedures involved in the Research:  
 
You will be asked to complete a brief online survey about your water walk experience.  Some 
question examples include: Why do you walk for the water? How many water walks have you 
participated in? What we learn from this survey will help us understand the Water Walks globally 
and how they build awareness around the importance of the water to gain support for water 
protection and promote Indigenous ways of caring for water. If you decide to participate in this 
project your responses may also help to inform future related studies.   
    

 
Are there any risks to being a part of this project? 
 
There are likely minimal risks, if any, to participating in this survey. However, you do not need to 
answer questions that make you feel uncomfortable or that you do not want to answer. And you 
can quit (stop taking part) at any time prior to clicking submit. While there are no physical risks to 
participating in this project, there may be some psychological risks and I would ask you to 
consider those in considering your willingness to be a participant. Exploring your role in caring for 
water may be uncomfortable and some questions may touch upon legacies of colonization and 
water insecurity. I do not believe that this discomfort is any greater than your day-to-day 
experiences living with various water protection concerns. I describe below the steps I am taking 
to protect your privacy. 
 
Potential Benefits  
 
The survey hopes to better understand the unique history of water walks globally and their 
influence in building awareness for water insecurity. Grandmother Josephine Mandamin when 
she first thought about a water walk survey wanted to know how many water walks have been 
started since 2003. She said, “I need to know where and how many, because I’ve been asked.” 
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The survey is one way to measure the impact water walkers have had globally. As she eloquently 
states: 
  

“In the year 2000, I was given the thought that if we continue with our negligence 
that thirty years from now an ounce of water is going to cost as much as an 
ounce of gold. When asked ‘what are you going to do about it?’ My response was 
I would raise awareness, tell people about it, go around as much as possible and 
tell people about it and the benefits of that would be that I would see that people 
are aware of what’s going on, more aware of the water, [and there would be] 
resistance to the big corporations, like Nestle.”  

 
Sharing the stories of water walkers is a part of the fulfillment of Grandmother Josephine’s 
original hope to inspire others to cease their negligence towards the water. Information gathered 
during this survey will be used in an online portal (ex. Mother Earth Water Walk website), 
clickable map interface, water walker presentations, and scholarly journals/publications.  
 
 

Who will know what I said or did in the study?  
 
You are participating in this research anonymously. No one including members of the research 
team will know that you participated in this study.  
 
The information you provide will be kept in a password-protected database accessed only by 
members of the research team. Once the study is complete, an archive of the data, without 
identifying information, will be maintained on University servers. 
  
When you complete the online survey, you will be directed to a separate survey to enter your 
contact information if you would like to participate in a follow-up interview and/or receive a copy of 
study results. In this way, your survey responses cannot be linked to any identifying information 
such as your name, email, etc. if you elect to submit your contact information to participate in a 
follow-up interview or receive the study results. 
 
 What if I change my mind about being in the study? 
 
Your participation in this study is voluntary. If you decide to be part of the study, you can withdraw 
from the survey for whatever reason, even after signing the consent form or part-way through the 
survey. 
 
Once you have submitted your responses for this anonymous survey: your answers will be put 
into a database and will not be identifiable to you. This means that once you have submitted your 
survey, your responses cannot be withdrawn from the study because we will not be able to 
identify which responses are yours. 
 
If you decide to withdraw, there will be no consequences to you. 
 
How do I find out what was learned in this project?  
 
We expect to have the survey results completed by March 31, 2018. If you would like a brief 
summary of the results, please let me know how you would like it sent to you. 
 
Questions about the project: If you have questions or need more information about the project 
itself, please contact me at: 

leonardk@mcmaster.ca 

 
This study has been reviewed by the McMaster University Research Ethics Board and received 
ethics clearance. If you have concerns or questions about your rights as a participant or about the 
way the study is conducted, please contact:  
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   McMaster Research Ethics Secretariat 
   Telephone: (905) 525-9140 ext. 23142 
   C/o Research Office for Administrative Development and Support  
   E-mail: ethicsoffice@mcmaster.ca 
 

 
CONSENT  

 

• I have read the information presented in the information letter about a project being 
conducted by Kelsey Leonard, of McMaster University.   

• I have had the opportunity to ask questions about my involvement in this study and to 
receive additional details I requested. 

• I understand that if I agree to participate in this study, my answers will be put into a 
database and will not be identifiable. This means that once I have submitted my survey, 
my responses cannot be withdrawn from the study because the research team will not be 
able to identify which responses are mine. 

• I have been given a copy of this form. 

• I agree to participate in the study. 
 
Consent will be implied by carrying on with the survey. 
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